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The framework 
 
The advantages of trans-national partner-
ships are obvious: Social security systems 
which historically have come into being inde-
pendently of one another and in their own 
economic contexts face similar problems and 
challenges. Although the national health sys-
tems show significant differences as regards 
their organisation and funding, they face 
similar difficulties, such as an ageing popula-
tion and all its concomitant consequences, 
medical and technical progress or the domi-
nance and market strength of service-
providers operating both Europe-wide and 
worldwide (such as the pharmaceuticals in-
dustry). Over and above this, the completion 
of the European Single Market, the common 
currency and the forthcoming enlargement of 
the EU to the East create a growing need for 
cooperation between the different social 
health insurance systems in Europe.  
 
Against this background, the "European So-
cial Health Insurance Forum" was estab-
lished in 1994 as a trans-national network of 
health insurance organisations with similar 
systems, defending shared basic principles 
such as solidarity and contributory funding. 
The aim of the European Forum is for the 
interests of the citizens protected by social 
health insurance to be taken into full consid-
eration in the political decision-making proc-
esses at national and European level accord-
ing to the subsidiarity principle and a consen-
sus-centred approach. 
 
 

Goal and tasks 
 
The European Social Health Insurance Fo-
rum pursues the goal of promoting and 
strengthening solidarity-based health insur-
ance systems by actively supporting the 
process of integration and convergence for 
social policy in Europe. This also corre-
sponds with the self-perception and the so-

cial policy mandate of the members of the 
European Forum to defend the interests of 
insured parties and patients at European 
level. 
 
The members of the European Forum regard 
themselves as the champions of social health 
insurance which protects the large majority of 
the population. They are thus concerned to 
guarantee an efficient supply of high-quality 
healthcare services in the interest of the in-
sured parties. 
 
A further goal of the European Forum is to 
ensure that the interests of social health in-
surance are fully accommodated in the politi-
cal decision-making processes at national 
and European level on the basis of the sub-
sidiarity principle. 
 
The task of the European Social Health In-
surance Forum is to discuss European ques-
tions, interests and approaches that are of 
joint interest, and where appropriate to coor-
dinate them trans-nationally. The focus is on 
gaining more recognition and political atten-
tion for the interests of citizens protected by 
social health insurance, both at national and 
at European level. 
 
 

Activities and projects 
 
The members of the European Social Health 
Insurance Forum form a stable network with 
condensed expert know-how and good insti-
tutional relationships. Under rotating national 
presidencies, they come together in regular 
plenary meetings and in special working 
group meetings in order to  

• exchange information and experience on 
European matters and trends related to 
social health insurance, and 

• to prepare and implement suitable meas-
ures and activities at European and na-
tional level regarding Community initia-
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tives and measures (for example by issu-
ing joint statements).  

 
The working groups set up by the plenary 
meetings actively follow European trends. 
 
The Pharmaceutical Policy Cooperation 
working group "Medicine Evaluation Com-
mittee (MEDEV)" was formed in 1998 as a 
standing working group. Its members are the 
drug experts and pharmacologists of the na-
tional social health insurance organisations 
and it pursues the following goals in particu-
lar: 
 
• Timely provision of information and 

analyses of national trends, as well as 
developments in European policy and law 
in the field of pharmaceutical policy with 
regard to their impact on national health 
insurance systems 

• Evaluation of new drugs, e.g. with regard 
to their therapeutic value, taking into con-
sideration the pharmacoeconomic as-
pects  

• Cost-benefit analyses and international 
country/system/price analyses  

• Providing the necessary counterweight to 
the commercial interests of the Eu-
ropewide pharmaceutical industry  

• Active participation in the Community 
dialogue and decision-making process in 
the field of drugs. 

 
Acting on this foundation, in recent years the 
European Forum has for instance taken up 
joint positions on various initiatives from the 
EU Institutions in the single market for phar-
maceuticals, as well as on the approval and 
evaluation of medicines. 
 
Furthermore, the plenary of the European 
Forum has established a working group in 
which the national experts are dealing with 
the "Impact of European economic and 
competition law on social health insur-
ance" and the corresponding case law of the 
European Court of Justice. 
 
 
 
 
 

The member organisations 
 
The members of the European Social Health 
Insurance Forum are currently 14 national 
liaison agencies, associations and institutions 
for social health insurance from six European 
countries, namely from Austria, Belgium, 
Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland. The French Caisse Nationale 
d’Assurance-Maladie des travailleurs – sécu-
rité sociale and the Belgian Collège Intermu-
tualiste National are preparing for member-
ship. Close contacts have been established 
with the International Social Security Associa-
tion (ISSA), the European Social Insurance 
Partners (ESIP) and the Association Interna-
tionale de la Mutualité (AIM). 
 
 
AOK-Bundesverband (D) 
Kortrijker Str. 1 
D – 53177 Bonn 
Chairman of the Board: 
Dr. Hans Jürgen Ahrens 
Contact: Elisabeth Reker 
Tel.: +49 (0)228 843-338 
Fax: +49 (0)228 843-322 
e-mail: Elisabeth.Reker@bv.aok.de 
 
Bundesknappschaft (D) 
Pieperstr. 14 – 28 
D – 44789 Bochum 
Director: Rolf Stadié 
Contact: Dr. Christina Schulte 
Tel.: +49 (0)234 304-83000 
Fax: +49 (0)234 304-83050 
e-mail: Christina.Schulte@bundesknappschaft.de 
 
Bundesverband der 
Betriebskrankenkassen (D) 
Kronprinzenstr. 6 
D – 45128 Essen 
Chairman of the Board: 
Wolfgang Schmeinck 
Contact: Dr. Stephan Burger 
Tel.: +49 (0)201 179-1172 
Fax: +49 (0)204 179-1003 
e-mail: BurgerS@bkk-bv.de 
 
Bundesverband der landwirtschaftlichen 
Krankenkassen (D) 
Weißensteinstr. 70 – 72 
D – 34131 Kassel 
Managing Director: Dr. SK Harald Deisler 
Contact: Karl-Gerd Henze 
Tel.: +49 (0)561 9359-114 
Fax: +49 (0)561 9359-140 
e-mail: KarlGerd.Henze@bv.lsv.de 
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Caisse Nationale d’Assurance-Maladie 
des salariés – sécurité sociale (F)* 
Mission Recherche Internationale 
178, avenue Bollée 
F – 72033 Le Mans Cedex 9 
National Coordinator: Christian Foury 
Tel.: +33 (0)243 5074-89 
Fax: +33 (0)243 5074-90 
e-mail: Cnamtsri@noos.fr 
 
Collège Intermutualiste National (B)* 
La Commission des Affaires Européennes 
c/o Union Nationale des Mutualités Socialistes 
Rue St. Jean, 32 – 38 
B – 1000 Bruxelles 
President of the Commission: 
Alain Coheur 
Tel.: 0032 (0)2 515-0680 
Fax: 0032 (0)2 515-0506 
e-Mail: Alain.Coheur@mutsoc.be 
 
College voor Zorgverzeringen (NL) 
Eekholt 4 
NL – 1112 XH Diemen 
General Director: Dr. P.C. Hermans 
Contact: Dr. Gert Jan Velders 
Tel.: +31 (0)20 7978-766 
Fax: +31 (0)20 7978-990 
e-mail: GVelders@cvz.nl 
 
Deutsche Verbindungsstelle 
Krankenversicherung - Ausland (D) 
Pennefeldsweg 11 – 15 
D – 53177 Bonn 
Director: Dr. Rüdiger Neumann-Duesberg 
Tel.: +49 (0)228 9530-618 
Fax: +49 (0)228 9530-600 
e-mail: Ruediger.Neumann-Duesberg@dvka.de 
 
Europavertretung der deutschen  
Sozialversicherung (B) 
50, rue d’Arlon 
B – 1000 Bruxelles 
Director: Dr. Franz Terwey 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 230-7522 
Fax: +32 (0)2 230-7773 
e-mail: Franz.Terwey@esip.org 
MEDEV Secretariat: Dr. Christine Alison Dawson 
e-mail: Christine.Dawson@esip.org 
 
Hauptverband der österreichischen 
Sozialversicherungsträger (A) 
Postfach 600 
A – 1031 Wien 
Management Spokesperson: 
Dr. Josef Kandlhofer 
Deputy General-Director: 
Mag. Norbert Vanas 
Tel.: +43 (0)1 71132-2000 
Fax: +43 (0)1 71132-3781 
e-mail: Norbert.Vanas@hvb.sozvers.at 

IKK-Bundesverband (D) 
Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 
Technologie Park 
D – 51429 Bergisch-Gladbach 
Chairman of the Board: 
Rolf Stuppardt 
Contact: Dirk Ruiss 
Tel.:+49 (0)2204 44-324 
Fax: +49 (0)2204 44-335 
e-mail: Dirk.Ruiss@bv.ikk.de 
 
Institut National d’Assurance 
Maladie Invalidité (B) 
Conventions internationales – Soins de santé 
Avenue de Tervuren 211 
B – 1150 Bruxelles 
Advisor: Bernadette Hendrix 
Contact: Chris Segaert 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 739-7315 
Fax: +32 (0)2 739-7332 
e-mail: Chris.Segaert@riziv.fgov.be 
 
santésuisse (CH) 
Römerstr. 20 
CH – 4502 Solothurn 
Director: Marc-André Giger 
Contact: Ueli Müller 
Tel.: +41 (0)32 625-4220 
Fax: +41 (0)32 625-4151 
e-mail: Ueli.Mueller@santesuisse.ch 
 
See-Krankenkasse (D) 
Reimerstwiete 2 
D – 20457 Hamburg 
Member of the Management: 
Nicolai Woelki 
Contact: Hans-Jürgen Faust 
Tel.: +49 (0)40 36137-731 
Fax: +49 (0)40 36137-735 
e-mail: Hans-Juergen.Faust@see-bg.de 
 
Union des Caisses de Maladie (L) 
125, route d’Esch 
L – 1471 Luxembourg 
President: Robert Kieffer 
Contact: Jean-Marie Feider 
Tel.: +352 498331-2617 
Fax: +352 498332 
e-mail: Jean-Marie.Feider@secu.lu 
 
Verband der Angestellten-Krankenkassen e.V. 
und Arbeiter-Ersatzkassen-Verband e.V (D) 
Frankfurter Str. 84 
D – 53721 Siegburg 
Chairman of the Board: 
Dr. Doris Pfeiffer 
Contact: Dr. Monika Kücking 
Tel.: +49 (0)2241 108-338 
Fax: +49 (0)2241 108-465 
e-mail: Kuecking@VdAK-AEV.de 

* No full membership as yet 


